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NEW DISTRIBUTION AND HABITAT DATA FOR 
THE PYGOPODID, PARADELMA ORIENTALIS 
(GUNTHER, 1876). Memoirs of the Queensland Museum 
42(1): 212. 1997:- Four specimens of Paradelma orieutalis 
(QM transparency NR221-3) collected recently (4 Sept., 
1996) in Eena State Forest (28°19’S 150°50"E) 20km WNW 
of Inglewood, SCQ extend the knowledge of the distribution 
and habitat preferences of this species. This locality is approx- 
imately 110km south of Dunmore State Forest, near Cccil 
Plains, SCQ (26°24’S, 151°01’E), the former southernmost 
known collection locality for the species (S. Wilson, QM, 
pers. comm. ). The specimens were unremarkable morpholog- 
ically, closely resembling the photographs in Cogger (1996) 
and Wilson & Knowles (1988). Snout-vent lengths were 154, 
155, 156 and 172mm. 

In Eena State Forest, three specimens were collected in 
Eucalyptus crebra and E. microcarpaopen forest with a dense 
subcanopy dominated by Callitris columellaris and Al- 
locasuarina luehmannii on loose sandy clay substrate at 
28°19"S 150°50’E, The site had been silviculturally treated 
on threc occasions between 1937 and 1973 and sections 
logged in 1971 (Inglewood DPI Forestry records), The re- 
maining specimen was found in A. /uehamanuii closed forest 
with widely scattered E. crebra emergents on a similar sub- 
strate at 28°21’S 150°50’E, This site had been silviculturally 
treated in the 1930s and 1950s and partially logged in 1984 
(Inglewood DPI Forestry records). In both sites, all individu- 
als were found sheltering under thick slabs of £. crebra bark 
that had fallen from standing ringbarked trees. 

P. orientalis is one of several species of reptiles from 
Queensland’s Brigalow Biogeographic Region with special 
conservation ‘rating’, It is treated as ‘vulncrable’ by McDon- 
ald ct al., 1991; Cogger et al., 1993 and Queensland Nature 
Conservation Regulation 1994. Little is known about the 
species’ biology and habitat preferences (Kluge, 1974; 
Jenkins, 1979; Shea, 1987; Coggeretal., 1993; Cogger, 1996). 
Previous published records suggested the species was con- 
fined to remnant Acacia harpophylla forest and eucalypt 
woodland with an understorey of A. harpophylla or sparse 
tussock grass ground vegetation on grey cracking soils (e.g., 
Shea, 1987; Cogger et al., 1993). 

This range extension combined with the knowledge that P. 
orientalis appears to adapt to several soil and vegetation types 
indicate that the species is more widespread than supposed. 
Further, these records combined with recent observations in 
Acacia falciformis woodland on Boyne Island (23°50'S 
150°24’E) (M. Fitzgerald, pers. comm.); on a sandstone rise 
in dry sclerophyll forest in Dunmore State Forest (S. Wilson, 
pers. conim.); in Corymbia maculata and E. crebra dominated 
open forest in Barakula State Forest (26°17'S 150°52’E) (D. 
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Hannah, pers. comm.); and in mixed species open woodland 
with Triodia mitchelli dominated ground layer in the Chester- 
ton Range, Charleville district (26°09’S 147°14'E) (C. Doll- 
ery, pers. comm.) suggest it may be inore abundant than the 
published records indicate. 

Whether the conservation status of P. orientalis should be 
modified requires further investigation. 


Acknowledgements 

Thanks are due to Maritza de Oliveira for assisting with 
fieldwork, Dave Hannah for providing details on the Barakula 
record; Col Dollery for providing details on the Chesterton 
Range records; Steve Wilson for providing details on his 
southernmost localitics for the species; and Mark Fitzgerald 
for providing valuable comments about the species and taking 
photographs that are lodged with the QM. Jeanette Cov- 
acevich, Mark Fitzgerald and Geoff Smith commented on 
early drafts of this note. The work was conducted as part of 
the Dept of Natural Resources research into the distribution 
and habitat requirements of fauna occurring in production 
forests in Queensland, 


Literature Cited 

COGGER, H.G. 1996, ‘Reptilcs and Amphibians in 
Australia’. Rev. Ed. (Reed: Sydney). 796 pp. 

COGGER, H.G., CAMERON, E., SADLIER, R. & EGGLER, P. 
1993, ‘The Action Plan for Australian Reptiles’. (Aust. 
Nature Conserv. Agency: Canberra), 254 pp. 

JENKINS, R.W.G. 1979. The status of endangered Australian 
reptiles. Pp. 169-176. In Tyler, M.J. (ed) ‘The status of 
endangered Australasian wildlife’. (R. Zool. Soc. S. 
Aust.: Adelaide), 210 pp. 

KLUGE, A.G. 1974. A taxonomic revision of the lizard 
family Pygopodidae. Miscellaneous Publications of the 
Museum of Zoology, University of Michigan 147: 1- 
221. 

McDONALD, K.R., COVACEVICH, J.A., INGRAM, G.J. & 
COUPER, P.J. 1991. The status of frogs and reptiles. 
Pp. 338-345, In Ingram, G.J. & Raven, R.J. (eds) ‘An 
atlas of Queensland’s frogs, reptiles, birds and 
mammals’, (Queensland Museum: Brisbane). 391 pp. 

SHEA, G.M. 1987. Notes on the biology of Paradelina ori- 
entalis, Herpctofauna (1) 17: 5-6. 

WILSON, S.K. & KNOWLES, D.G. 1988. Australia’s rep- 
tiles; a photographic referencc to the terrestrial reptiles 
of Australia. (Collins: Sydney). 447 pp. 

M. Schulz & T.J. Eyre, Forest Wildlife, Resource Sciences 

Centre, Department of Natural Resources, P.O, Box 631, 

Indooroopilly, Queensland 4068, Australia; 22 January 1997, 


